
                  
 

Minutes of the Institutional Review Board 
 
October 18, 2012 at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Members Present: Members Absent: 
David Preston, Chair Rebecca Shawver 
John Ray Donald Wicker 
Ken Tasa Tonya Heard 
Phil Robertson Lynda Villanueva 
Kevin O’Neill  
 
Deborah Smith (research applicant) 

 

 
The meeting was called to order by David Preston, Chair.  
 
Introduction of Members:  Members were introduced and thanked for their time. 
 
Full Committee Review of research application:  “A Pilot Study to Assess the Feasibility of 
the Education and Technology Survey Instrument to be used in a Larger Study Called: Faculty 
Leadership Styles that are Related to the Adoption of Social Media.”   
Principal Investigator:  Deborah A. Smith 

Project intent:  This research will be limited to a pilot study to assess the feasibility of one of the 
instruments used in a larger study.  The larger research study will determine differences in 
faculty leadership style and use of social media, and contains other survey instruments that have 
been found both reliable and valid.  The social media portion of this study contains a new survey 
instrument and has not been rigorously analyzed by other researchers.  The survey instrument 
will consist of a 50 quick-answer questionnaire that will be available for online participation by 
part time and full time faculty at Brazosport College. The questionnaire will query how faculty 
members utilize social media, and is expected to take 7-10 minutes to complete. 

Discussion of the project followed.  Phil made a motion to approve the research application and 
it was seconded by Dr. Ray.  The application was approved.  The office of Institutional Research 
will assist Deborah with email addresses for Brazosport College faculty. 

Review of Charge:  Conducting a full review of a research application is a perfect reminder of 
the charge of the IRB committee.  This is, most importantly, to ensure that the rights of subjects 
are not violated. 

Review of Documents:  All documents used by the IRB are located on the BC Institutional 
Research website.   
Link path: http://www.brazosport.edu/sites/General/InstitutionalResearch/IRB/IRB.aspx  



                  
 

 
 
Two documents were provided to members to assist in considering research applications that 
come before the IRB:  IRB Review Checklist and Waiver of Informed Consent.  Please review 
these documents and send questions or comments to Dr. Preston.   

Review of when an IRB is to be used:   
Full Review 
The long form is used when no prior approval of the research has been obtained, and the full 
committee reviews and determines approval.  

Short Review 
The short research application form is used when the research in question has been approved by 
the IRB at another institution, and this requires approval of the IRB committee chair.   

Questions – Answers:  Terry Comingore submitted the final report following his research, 
“Pilot on Online Student Feedback on Instruction and Course.”  It is available on the IR website 
on the IRB page. 

Meeting was adjourned at 3:25 p.m. 

 

Paula Gentner (Recorder) 


