
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

So What? 
Writing 

Conclusions 
 
Conclusions should do 
more than summarize 
and restate your 
purpose. Conclusions 
should answer the 
question: “So what?”  
 
WHY WRITE? 
We write to 
communicate our ideas 
to other people.  
 
WHY READ? 
We read others’ 
research/writing to better 
understand things we’re 
interested in. 
 
WHY CONCLUDE? 
We conclude to reflect 
on our thesis/ 
purpose:  
 
After reading your paper, 
what questions do you 
still have about the issue 
you discussed?  
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What future research do 
you suggest? 
 
What future ideas would 
you like to investigate to 
continue thinking about 
your purpose? 
 
We conclude to call 
readers to action:  
 
What issues still need to 
be investigated to fully 
understand your 
thesis/purpose? 
 
What questions still 
remain about the issue 
you investigated? 
 
If you view your essay 
as part of a larger 
conversation about your 
topic, then 
CONCLUSIONS AREN’T 

FINAL. They are 
movements where you 
REFLECT ON WHAT 

YOU’VE WRITTEN and 
CONSIDER WHAT IS LEFT 

TO BE INVESTIGATED. 
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