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Transitional English WAC Sheet 
 
The goal of Transitional English is to help you develop the skills you will need for 
English 1301. Possible types of reading: essays, fiction, nonfiction, novels, GATOR 
book, historical works, autobiographies, and student essays.  
 

General Tips for Writing 
 

● Do not edit while writing your draft so you can focus on getting your ideas down 
on paper. 

● Writing should have a clear topic and purpose.  
● Writing that is a response to a reading should introduce the work in the first 

sentence. For example: author, title, and subject.  
● Do not turn in rough drafts. Be sure to revise your writing.  
● Use evidence/quotes from the text or source to support your purpose statement. 
● Unpack―explain―your quotes and your analysis. 
● Make sure you have a “so-what” factor in your conclusion. Why did you write this 

paper? Your conclusion needs to be at the end of your paper. 
● Include correct use of mechanics, grammar, and MLA format. 
● Organize points and details in a logical way that supports your purpose. 
● The majority of your paper should be in your own words. Don’t use too many 

quotes.  
● When paraphrasing, be sure to change the original wording, syntax, and 

sentence structure to avoid plagiarism. 
● Cite each source you use. 

 
Tips for Constructing a Purpose Statement 

 
Essays will include a purpose statement: 
 

●  A purpose statement or topic sentence (in paragraph assignments) includes the 
main point of your paper and tells the reader what you will discuss in your writing 
with clear statements. Your purpose statement should be opinion-based and 
supported with evidence from the text and secondary sources (if used) in your 
paper.  

● Example: The word pageant in its original Latin from pagina meant a  
           platform on which an entertaining production was staged; today it means  
           the production itself.  
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Tips for Constructing a Paragraph 
 

Paragraphs include evidence/quotes that help support your purpose. 
 

● Center each paragraph on one idea/quote. 
• Focus on following a clear organizational structure.  
• An example of constructing a paragraph is the Cheeseburger Method: 

• Top bun: Set-up  
o Topic Sentence- you want to connect your ideas to your purpose. 

• Protein: Quotation 
o Find a quote from the text you read that backs up your idea in the 

paragraph. 
• Button Bun: Interpretation of the quotation 

o Summarize your quote in your own words 
o Describe how the quote develops into your purpose and the paragraph 

 
General Tips for Reading 

 
● Read assigned readings more than once.  
● Give yourself plenty of time to read the text. Example: 2-3 hours for one page 

assignments.  
● Take note of important details.  
● Put the reading in context of the time period, course, or subject.  
● If you have questions over the material, ask your professor, peers, or tutors. 
● Participate in class discussions over the text; annotating your text helps to give 

notes on what to mention during class discussion.  
● Be prepared to discuss class readings either verbally or in a written response. 
● Read with a purpose statement in mind. 
● Reread concepts that you did not understand. 

 
How to Annotate 

The purpose of annotation is to help you understand a text as your read it and help you 
find material for class discussion and your own writing. The processing of annotating is 
personal and unique. There’s no right way to do it. As you read, take notes about what 
stands out to you or what you think is important in the text. Other annotation tips 
include: 
 

• Mark passages or words that interest or confuse you. 
o Marking can mean highlighting, underlining, adding a post-it; marking is 

whatever is useful to you. 
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o Be sure to look up the words you don’t know and write their definition in 
the margins. 

• Highlight or underline in a bright color to make notes easy to follow. 
• Create your own key using colors. For example, you might use a pink highlighter 

to mark symbols and a yellow highlighter to mark examples of a certain theme. 
• Write questions for yourself. 

o After you finish the reading, see if you can answer these questions in the 
margins. If you can’t, bring these moments up for clarification in class or 
during a Writing Center session. 

• Make note of important literary aspects of the text, i.e. theme, symbols, 
characters, etc. 

• Write notes in the margins of your text or on a separate sheet.  
o Be sure to use symbols in the notes and text, so you know where your 

notes connect to your reading. 
• Paraphrase sections of the text in your own words.  

o This is a great way to remember the main ideas of paragraphs, pages, 
and chapters. 

 
Common Assignments 

This is not a complete list of assignments that you will find in your class. Your 
assignments will vary depending on your professor, but these are common assignments 
that you might be assigned.  
 
Autobiography:  
Students are often asked to write about themselves. This type of writing could be about 
a memory or even about the student’s personal writing process.  
 
In-class Writing & One-pagers/Descriptive: 
The purpose of these assignments are to help students brainstorm and articulate their 
ideas for their larger assignments. Also helps to sharpen student’s 5 senses and 
familiarize them with the physical, intellectual, and emotional responses of a person or 
place. 
 
Formal papers:  
These are purpose-driven papers that reflect what has been covered in multiple 
classes. You may have done smaller writings to build up to these. These papers may 
include research and citation.  
 
Classification paper: 
Students group similar objects using examples and techniques. 

Process Analysis: 
Student creates a sequence of steps/events for the reader to understand.  


