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Who:  Everyone! Faculty, staff, students and community members.  

What: Collaborative project to deepen and broaden our understanding of, and sensitivity to, the 
structural inequities Brazosport College students confront so that we can better recognize and address 
these challenges.  

How:   View & discuss a film and read & discuss a selected book addressing a common inequity. 

When:  Three sessions per semester staggered and paced to allow time to read, view and process the 
information.  

Why:  Advance student success. Strengthen our community.  

Fall 2018 Topic:  Perseverance   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 GRIT: The Power of Passion and 
Perseverance by Angel Duckworth 
 
In this instant New York Times bestseller, pioneering psychologist 
Angela Duckworth shows anyone striving to succeed—be it parents, 
students, educators, athletes, or business people—that the secret to 
outstanding achievement is not talent but a special blend of passion 
and persistence she calls “grit.” 
  
Drawing on her own powerful story as the daughter of a scientist who 
frequently noted her lack of “genius,” Duckworth, now a celebrated 
researcher and professor, describes her early eye-opening stints in 
teaching, business consulting, and neuroscience, which led to the 
hypothesis that what really drives success is not “genius” but a unique 
combination of passion and long-term perseverance. 
  
In Grit, she takes readers into the field to visit cadets struggling through 
their first days at West Point, teachers working in some of the toughest 
schools, and young finalists in the National Spelling Bee. She also mines 
fascinating insights from history and shows what can be gleaned from 
modern experiments in peak performance. Finally, she shares what 
she’s learned from interviewing dozens of high achievers—from JP 
Morgan CEO Jamie Dimon to New Yorker cartoon editor Bob Mankoff to 
Seattle Seahawks Coach Pete Carroll. 
  
Winningly personal, insightful, and even life-changing, Grit is a book 
about what goes through your head when you fall down, and how 
that—not talent or luck—makes all the difference. 
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Discussion group schedule  

What Length Tuesday Wednesday Times 
Equity Discussion  90 min Sept. 18th   Sept. 19th  9:30, 11, 12:30, 4, 7 
GRIT               
Chapters 1 – Chapter 7 60 min Oct. 16th    Oct. 17th  9:30, 11, 12:30, 4, 7 

GRIT                 
Chapter 8 – Chapter 13 60 min Nov. 13th   Nov. 14th  9:30, 11, 12:30, 4, 7 

Sessions will contain the same information and discussion questions. Participants are free to choose a date 
and time that best suits their schedule. Participants may shift day and time from one month to the next as 
needed.  

All participants must take a short 6 question quiz for entry into book discussions four of six questions must be 
answered correctly for entry. This will ensure all members of each discussion group are able to contribute to 
conversations, making for a deeper more productive experience. 

STUDENT INCENTIVES 

1. Book Give Away: Two copies of GRIT will be given away to student participants at each 
of the September sessions. 
 

2. IPad Mini Give Away: Students who attend all 3 sessions during the fall semester will be 
entered to win an IPad Mini. 
 

3. $250 Scholarship: Criteria to win –  
A) Fill out BC scholarship application.  
B) Must attend all 3 GATOR sessions during the fall semester.  
C) Compose an essay describing your GATOR experience and ways that BC can   

continue to enhance student success. Essay must be more than 2 pages in 
length, but no more than 4 pages; Font size 12, double spaced with 1 inch 
margins.  

*Visit the BC GATOR webpage for more information * 
 
Submit your essay to Kimberly.Milligan@brazosport.edu no later than 11:59 p.m. on 
Monday, Dec. 3rd, 2018. The GATOR Committee will select two winners from the 
applicants. 
 

4. Extra Credit: Check your course syllabus; your teacher may be offering extra credit for 
GATOR participation. 


