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Ch. 33, Post 9/11 GI Bill®  

Student Statement of Understanding for Veteran Benefits at Brazosport College 

 

Are you on active duty? ___Yes ___No   If just now applying for Post 9/11 GI Bill®, Ch. 33 benefits: 

Are you on terminal leave? ____Yes ____No  VONAPP Confirmation Number: ______________________ 

Do you currently have an overpayment you owe to the VA?  ___Yes    ___No 

If so, approximately how much? _____________ 

 

Throughout this document T & F = tuition and fees; BC = Brazosport College; SCO = School Certifying Official. 

 

Please read very carefully and check off/initial/sign items as you read them. Please complete whichever of the next two sections fits 

you, and then read all the remaining items. Take your time. This is all VERY IMPORTANT information you need to understand. 

 

1) IF I ALREADY PRESENTED PROOF OF MY VA BENEFITS to the BC SCO (either a printout from eBenefits, my last 

award’s letter from my latest school/college, or a copy of my original Certificate of Eligibility letter from the VA) prior to 

the semester’s payment deadline and brought my certification request & completed paperwork for classes to the SCO, “Bill 

to VA” will be placed in the system to hold the percentage the VA is expected to pay directly to the college. I should 

check my account in MyBC to be sure my account shows the PROPER PERCENTAGE every term BEFORE the Drop for 

Nonpayment Deadline! If not, I should immediately notify the BC SCO. (Brazosport College School Certifying Official) 

• If my benefits cover 100%: 

o My account is coded “Bill to VA” for all my T & F charges. I am not dropped for non-payment once this is 

done. 

• If my benefits do NOT cover 100%: 

o  I will be responsible for making payment or arrangements for the remaining  T & F amount BEFORE 

the non-payment deadline This can be done with cash, credit card, or the FACTS Tuition Payment Plan or, if 

you qualify for the Texas Hazlewood Act, get that arranged with the Financial Aid Office as soon as you 

register.  _____ 

 

2) IF I HAVE NOT ALREADY PRESENTED A CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY LETTER to the BC SCO prior to the 

semester’s payment deadline so that the college is not able to obtain any guarantee of benefits or percentage, but I do have a 

DD214 showing I was active for at least 90 days on or after Sept. 11, 2001, the college will place an estimated award into the 

system. I will then be responsible for paying the remaining payment or setting up the FACTS Tuition Payment Plan, 

or arrange Hazlewood with Financial Aid for the remaining balance BEFORE the drop for non-payment deadline. 

Payment can be made with cash, credit card, or the FACTS Tuition Payment Plan. Initial:  _____ 

• If it is estimated that the VA does not cover 100% of my T & F and my remaining portion is not taken care of by 

the drop for non-payment deadline, I will most likely be dropped from ALL my classes by the Business Office and 

other students may fill those openings. Initial: ____ 

• After the VA makes payment to the college, IF the estimate was wrong and there is any remaining balance, it will be 

billed to me and will be due immediately. If the college underestimated my benefits and the VA paid more than was 

expected, the overpayment will be refunded to me by the college. Any refund, if I should use the FACTS Tuition 

Payment Plan, would NOT include the $25 non-refundable FACTS Enrollment Fee. ____ 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

If I don’t bring or submit my Request to be Certified to the SCO’s office well before the Drop for Nonpayment listed on the 

college’s calendar (online catalog), I am responsible to monitor my account and start the payment plan or pay the bill before 

the payment deadline, otherwise I will be dropped from ALL my classes as a result of not turning it in. Initials: ______ 

 

Housing benefits are paid in ARREARS, e.g., after January ends, I will then receive my housing allowance for the days I was 

ENROLLED in January. The amount I am paid is based on my rate of pursuit, but I must be “more than half-time” (7 credits 

minimum in Fall or Spring) to draw the lowest payment rate of 60%. 12 to 16 credits in a fall or spring term is considered full-

time and pays 100% rate of pursuit. The VA will round my rate of pursuit to the nearest tenth for my pay rate. _____ 

 

If I find out I am going to receive any form of assistance to be used solely for my tuition & fees, I must notify the SCO if I did 

not originally list it on my Request for Certification of VA Benefits form. Initial: _______  

 

I must purchase or rent my books at the start of the semester with my own money. I will receive book money up to $1,000 per 

school year after both BC and the VA processes my certification. This will be received as a separate payment from the BAH 

payment & may be several weeks AFTER school has begun. This will not be received until several weeks AFTER I turn in my 

Request to be Certified for BA Benefits at BC. _____ 
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Post 9/11 GI Bill® students taking ALL online classes who have 100% coverage may receive HALF of the national average BAH 

pay if a full-time student.  The “half the national average” is also subject to 1) your percentage of eligibility and 2) your rate of 

pursuit so could be much less per month than the half-rate is.  _____ 

                                                                                                                

If my withdrawing from a class drops me below the “more than half-time status” I may not only owe back tuition, fees, and 

possibly the book stipend, but I may owe back ALL the BAH monthly payments I have been paid during that semester.  

Signature: _____________________ 

 

DEPENDENTS WHO HAVE RECEIVED TRANSFERRED BENEFITS:  

 Spouses: I understand that if I received transferred benefits from a spouse still on active duty, BAH pay will not be available to me. 

IF my spouse should be discharged, I must then supply the Muskogee Regional Processing Office with a copy of his paper 

work so they can begin paying me the full benefits at the time he is discharged. Initial: _____ 

Children: I understand that if I received transferred benefits from a parent who has served at least 10 years, I will receive the monthly 

stipend as well as T & F and the books & supplies stipend but benefits are usually only available until I turn 26. Initial: ______ 

 

ALL STUDENTS ON VA BENEFITS: 

Advance payment is not available for Ch. 33 students anywhere, and BC does not qualify for advance payment for any VA 

benefit.____ 

 

Once I register for classes, I am responsible for officially withdrawing myself from them if I do not intend to finish them. If I 

do not withdraw myself from a class I am no longer participating in, I can expect to receive an F in it, or realize the instructor 

might possibly withdraw me from it, leading to a large overpayment I would be responsible to pay back to the VA. I should 

check with the Certifying Official if I have any questions about this. _____ 

 
The Certifying Official is required to evaluate ALL prior courses to see if any can be applied to my degree or certificate plan at 

Brazosport College and must report how many hours prior credit can apply to my plan at BC. IF the SCO certifies me for a class, 

and later receives a transcript and sees that I already had a class to fill that slot, the SCO has no choice but to UN-certify me 

for the class. I will be responsible for any money I owe back to the VA because I already had a class that filled that slot that the 

SCO was unaware of at the time of certification.  Initial: _____ 

 

Unless I was in the Air Force, the Veterans Certifying Official MUST receive a copy of my military Joint Service Transcript I 

can print this out by going to https://jst.doded.mil/smart/signIn.do and creating an account, then clicking on a transcript link a couple 

of times. However, if I was in the Air Force, the Registrar’s Office must receive an OFFICIAL copy of my CCAF transcript. 

The SCO can use an unofficial copy of it in the beginning._____ 

 

The VA will NOT pay for classes NOT on my current degree plan or certificate plan. VA will pay for a prerequisite required for 

a class on the plan if the pre-requisite is listed in the course description in the catalog._____ 

 

If I never start classes I registered for and requested to be certified for, I COULD BE BILLED FOR ALL TUITION AND 

FEES TO BRAZOSPORT COLLEGE because the VA does not pay for classes I do not begin pursuit of.  Initial: _____  

 

IF ANY CHANGES OCCUR AFTER I TURN IN A REQUEST FOR CLASS CERTIFICATION: 

If I change my schedule or receive notice of a cancelled class, I must immediately either 1) call 979-230-3473, 2) email the VA 

School Certifying Official,  tanisha.millender@brazosport.edu or 3) personally sign in to be seen in the SCO’s office in E-126 

to notify the SCO of what change took place so a new statement can be printed and adjustments made to my VA file. I will be 

responsible for any overpayments to the VA due to a change in my schedule, if applicable. _____ 

 

IF I AM CHARGED OUT OF STATE TUITION: 

VA does NOT cover Out of State tuition. VA will only pay up to the Out of District amount. Veterans on  9/11 can apply for a 

waiver of Out of State tuition charges in the Registrar’s Office and should do so IMMEDIATELY upon realizing Out of State charges 

were applied to your bill. This should be done BEFORE you submit your Request to be Certified for VA Benefits at BC form.  If 

Out of State charges are applied and I do not qualify for the State Tuition Waiver or for Hazlewood to cover the difference, 

then I must pay the difference before the payment deadlines advertised in the free BC Student Guide & Calendar. Initial: ____ 

 

Post 9/11 GI Bill® students and dependents who have had Post 9/11 GI Bill® transferred to them who begin their classes 

within 3 years of the veteran’s discharge date who have not yet established Texas residence by having lived here 12 months 

and providing proof of that may have their Out-of-State tuition charges waived based on the Choice Act. Please see the SCO, 

Registrar, or Business Office about that to have that done BEFORE SCHOOL STARTS. The VA will NOT pay Out-of-State 

https://jst.doded.mil/smart/signIn.do
mailto:tanisha.millender@brazosport.edu
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charges, and it must be adjusted off my bill by me initiating that and providing my DD-214 to the Registrar’s Office and 

possibly filling out a special form for that purpose. I and my dependents transferred Post 9/11 GI Bill® must stay continuously 

enrolled & certified every fall and spring in order for this to carry beyond the initial three year period. Initial: _____ 

 

TSI EXEMPTION: 

If I present a copy of my DD-214 Member 4, Service 2, or Service 7 with an honorable discharge to a Registration Specialist, a 

military exemption will be entered into the college system. This should allow me to register on the first day of Priority Registration, 

although I may have to do that in person if it does not work on MyBC. It also permits me to jump right into college level courses and 

college level algebra or other math courses, HOWEVER, this is not recommended! If I will take the TSI Exam ($29) and it shows 

I need any refresher courses and I bring those test results to the SCO, then the VA will also pay for and cover the hours of 

those courses in my benefits. Initial: ____ 

 

I must maintain satisfactory progress in classes (a minimum cumulative GPA of a 2.0). Details are given in the Brazosport 

College Course Catalog under “Standards of Progress for Veterans Benefits.” A separate copy is also included in my packet of 

information I am receiving. If I am below a 2.0 cumulative GPA, I am automatically on probation for VA benefits, and then if I 

fall below a 2.0 semester GPA while in this probationary status, I will, at that point, not qualify to have my certifications 

processed at BC again until I make at least a semester GPA of a 2.0 without drawing my VA benefits. I understand that if I ever 

reach this point, it is my responsibility to pay my own way at BC without benefits of any kind until I again reach a 2.0 semester GPA, 

and I must continue to maintain that in order to receive my VA benefits in future semesters. Signature: _____________________ 

 

OTHER ITEMS: 

I cannot be certified for courses for which I have previously received a passing grade—usually a D or better at BC unless the catalog 

states a higher grade is required to continue in a specific course.  _____ 

 

The VA has a one-time “6 Credit Hour Exclusion” that may reduce the first debt I may owe back to the VA for a reduction in 

credits/withdrawal from a class of up to 6 credit hours.  Any further drops with a grade of “W” can result in my being responsible 

to pay back money to the VA or possibly T & F to BC if I never participated in the class. Exceptions for mitigating 

circumstances are made on a case-by-case basis by the processors in Muskogee. ____ 

 

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS/PHONE/EMAIL: 

If I have a change of address, phone number, or email, I should immediately notify the following three offices: 

1) The SCO for VA benefits at BC by calling 979-230-3473 

2) The Registrar’s Office at BC by filling out a Biographical Change form 

3) The VA Muskogee Regional Processing Office by calling 877-838-2778 for address or direct deposit changes, or 

888-442-4551. Otherwise, I will miss out on important reminders from the SCO throughout each term. ___ 

 

ATTENDING MORE THAN ONE COLLEGE AT A TIME: 

If, while enrolled at BC as my primary (“parent”) institution, I wish to be a concurrent student and be certified for a course at another 

institution that will apply towards my degree plan at BC, I must request the BC Certifying Official send a “Parent” letter to the other 

institution so they can certify me for that class towards my plan at BC. ____  

 

If  BC is NOT my primary (“parent”) institution, but I am concurrently enrolling in classes at BC,  in order to be certified for 

courses at BC I must request that my parent/primary school send a “Parent” letter to the BC Veterans SCO stating that the course(s) 

taken at BC will apply to my degree at my primary school. Otherwise, I cannot draw benefits at more than one school at a time.____ 

 

I received a copy of this form for my personal records for future reference._____  

 

Printed Name _________________________________       Signature__________________________ Date____________  

 

 

GI Bill® is a registered trademark of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). More information about education 

benefits offered by VA is available at the official U.S. government Web site at http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill 

 

 

 

 

http://benefits.va.gov/gibill/index.asp

