
Texas Faculty Association—Brazosport 
B y H a r ve y Y a r b o r o u g h ,   

M a th e m a t i c s  Fa c u l t y  a n d  Te x a s  F a c u l t y  As s o c i a t i o n  P a s t  P r e s i d e n t  

In the last Faculty News you learned about Faculty Assem-
bly.  Brazosport College is also home to a chapter of Texas 
Faculty Association (TFA).  TFA is a statewide non-profit 
organization that formed in 1985 to protect the rights of 
higher education faculty and support staff.  Through affilia-
tion with Texas State Teachers Association and National 
Education Association, TFA has the resources and skills to 
assist college employees whenever problems arise. 

Having been here for nearly half a century, I feel fortunate 
to be a part of Brazosport College.  This is a good place to 
work.  We are viewed as professionals and our passions 
are nurtured.  This was not always the case.  Several dec-
ades ago we went through a dark period.  We were we under compensated and subject to unreasonable expec-
tations.  Decisions came from above, without regard to the advice and observations of those most directly 
affected.  Committees were expected to rubber stamp decisions that had already been made.  Tenure was un-
der attack.  Employees were paranoid.  There was distrust for the administration and among the faculty.   

Fortunately, things changed.  Brazosport College became a much better place to work.  Salaries became com-
petitive.  Shared governance became a goal.  Administrators who abused their authority learned they would be 
held accountable for their decisions.  Faculty members began to have a more positive attitude toward their 

work, which made this a better place for our students.  Without TFA, 
these changes would not have occurred.  TFA taught us how to com-
bat injustice in an effective manner.  A consultant was available to 
help us address our problems and educate us on processes for initi-
ating change.  We knew we had legal counsel if it was needed.  TFA 
empowered our faculty.  While some administrators resented this, 
they learned to respect our local chapter. 

Ironically, success can lead to complacency.  Although shared govern-
ance is now evaluated as part of the SACC’s accreditation process, a 
faculty aware of and trained in due process and formal grievance pro-
cedures insures democracy and equity in all matters.  We must be dili-
gent to insure that the gains made in past are not continuously eroded 
away.  As older members retire (or die) and their replacements often 
enjoy the benefits that had been won without feeling the need to or-
ganize.  My hope is that more and more will learn to appreciate the 
value of having an organized faculty.  The realization that TFA is the 
only organization that can be counted on to work tirelessly for due  
process and faculty rights will hopefully initiate a renewed commit-
ment among old faculty and motivate new faculty to invest in their fu-
ture by paying dues and joining our local chapter of the Texas Faculty 
Association.  
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Brazosport College representatives in Austin with  

Mary Aldridge Dean, executive director of TFA. 
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TFA is sponsoring a social event for all faculty 
and staff on April 15 at 5 p.m.  Join us at 611 
Center Way for an evening of food and fun.  
Please RSVP to 979-230-3130. 

TFA SPRING BBQ 



Spring is All Around 
B y B e th  C a s s i d y  

D i r e c to r  o f  Wo r k f o r c e  D e ve l o p m e n t  a n d  S c h o o l  P a r tn e r s h i p s  

Spring is here and I love it!  The azaleas on our campus have been beautiful, and I enjoy 
seeing the hedges in their full bloom.  My very favorite tree on campus is found near the 
Center for Art and Sciences; it’s a Tabebuia tree.  Have you seen it?  It has the most 
beautiful bouquets of 5-7 trumpet-shaped, yel-
low flowers.  There are just a few leaves on the 
branches when it blooms, so the viewer sees 
masses of flowers; the result is eye-catching.  I 

noticed this tree last spring for the first time.  On several occa-
sions I would stop and examine the showy flowers.  I even tried to 
pick some of the pods that come afterward so that I could have 
my own tree.  (I’m sorry to report that I couldn’t make it happen.  
Guess I’ll have to order one from Florida.)   

I enjoy spring for many reasons.  It’s amazing to me how quickly 
the leaf buds burst into bright green and a tree transforms seem-
ingly overnight. I appreciate the profusion of flowers and the col-
ors that remind me of how blessed I am to be able to see their 
delicate parts.  I smile warmly at the new life that appears:  newly 
hatched bluebirds in the box in my backyard; baby calves standing 
on wobbly legs in pastures; and even the clover that makes my yard look scraggly!  Don’t you just want to 
lie in the sun and experience the warmth as the cool breezes cause you to adjust your jacket a little closer?  
Ah!  The simple pleasures of spring!   

I hope that as you progress through your busy days of endless lists and tasks, that you are able to stop and 
enjoy your favorite moment of the season.  A walk around our beautiful campus gives us all many opportu-
nities to enjoy this time of year.   I encourage you to make time for that today and, on your walk, don’t for-
get to look for the Tabebuia tree!  
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Interested in contributing to future issues of Faculty News? 
All over campus, people are doing cool things and making an impact. 

Share your ideas for future articles with Nicole Tunmire at nicole.tunmire@brazosport.edu. 

Check out Faculty Assembly on the Web: 

www.brazosport.edu/facultyassembly 

BC Cares! - Share your support for others.  Submit to nicole.tunmire@brazosport.edu. 

Thanks, Fanny, for working so hard to meet the needs of the Jumpstart students in getting their make-up tests 

completed. –Beth Cassidy 

HUGE thanks to Community Education!  You all make Math Bridge Academy registration fun and tons easier on 

me. –Nicole Tunmire 

Condolences to Wayne Pryor, Lonnie Mathews, and Bob Holcombe for recent losses of family members. 


