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An introductory college course which introduces the beginning speech student to general 

principles of the Speech Communication field.  The course will provide instruction in specific 
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academic professional careers.  Students are expected to prepare, organize, deliver, and critique 

several speeches achieving the aims of informative and persuasive public address. (3 SCH, 3 

lecture, 0 lab) 

Required skill level: College-level reading and writing. 
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GENERAL OBJECTIVE 
 

The general objective of this course is to give the student basic experiences in public speaking 

and oral communication.  While some time will be spent on the development of skills of body 

and voice, there will be emphasis on using language as a vehicle of thought.  A minimally 

successful student in this course should develop the ability to present a short oral presentation in 

an effective, clear manner. 

 

COURSE CONTENT AND SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 
 

Outline of course: 

 I. Public speaking 

  A. Preparation 

  B. Organizing material 

  C. Delivery 

   1.  Voice and diction 

   2.  Gestures 

  D. Types and purposes of speaking 

   1.  Informative 

   2.  Persuasion (Action) 

   3.  Convincing 

   4.  Entertaining 

   5.  Inspirational 

 II. Oral communication 

  A. Semantics 

  B. Shannon-Weaver Theory 

  C. Discussion and conversation 

   1.  Round table 

   2.  Panel 

   3.  Forum 

   4.  Symposium 

  D. Listening 

 

The student will be required to deliver a minimum of four to six speeches during the semester 

(depending on the size of the class).  Also, the student will be required to deliver a final exam 

speech the general purpose of which should be to persuade or convince.  A written final exam 

will also be given.  At his option, the instructor may give one or two written quizzes during the 

semester.  At the end of the course, the student should be able to plan, prepare, and deliver a 

speech in a logical manner with a minimum of distracting mannerisms and with good clear 

diction.  The student should be able to critique a speech. 
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CORE CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES AND ASSESSMENTS 

 

As part of the Brazosport College Core Curriculum, this course provides students the opportunity 

to achieve the following core curriculum objectives: 

 

1. Critical Thinking:  Including innovation, creative thinking, inquiry and analysis, 

evaluation, and synthesis of information 

2. Communication Skills: Including effective development, interpretation, and expression of 

ideas through written, oral, and visual communication. 

3. Teamwork: Including the ability to consider different points of view and to work 

effectively with others to support a shared purpose or goal. 

4. Personal Responsibility: Including the ability to connect choices, actions, and 

consequences to ethical decision making. 

Objectives will be assessed according to the Brazosport College Core Assessment Plan through 

the sampling and evaluation of student work. 

 

STUDENT EVALUATION 
 

Student speeches will be evaluated on the following: 

  1. planning and preparation 

  2. organization of ideas 

  3. diction and delivery 

4. non-verbal skills 

 

The student's grade in the course will be determined as follows: 

  2/3 speech assignments, class discussion and attendance, and quizzes (optional) 

  1/6 oral final 

  1/6 written final 

 

The course itself will be evaluated through written student evaluations and constant review of 

course content and new developments in the field of communication.  Attempts will be made to 

find out how students progress in speech after they have left Brazosport College. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

 

BC is committed to providing equal education opportunities to every student. BC offers services 

for individuals with special needs and capabilities including counseling, tutoring, equipment, and 
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software to assist students with special needs. Please contact Phil Robertson, Special Populations 

Counselor, 979-230-3236 for further information. 

 

 

ACADEMIC HONESTY 

 

BC assumes that students eligible to perform on the college level are familiar with the ordinary 

rules governing proper conduct including academic honesty. The principle of academic honesty 

is that all work presented by you is yours alone. Academic dishonesty including, but not limited 

to, cheating, plagiarism, and collusion shall be treated appropriately. Please refer to the BC 

Student Guide for more information, this is available online at http://www.brazosport.edu, click 

on the link found on the left side of the homepage. 

 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

Students are expected to fully participate in the course. The following criteria are intended to 

assist you in being successful in this course. 

a. Time Management 

b. Understanding the Syllabus Requirements 

c. Utilizing Online Components (such as WebCT) 

d. Communicating with the Instructor 

e. Completing Course Work 

 

OTHER STUDENT SERVICES INFORMATION 

 

This list is provided to assist students in locating available services. Information about the BC 

Library is available at http://www.brazosport.edu/~lib/Information.htm or by calling 230-3310. 

Tutoring for Math, Reading, Writing, Biology, Chemistry, and other subjects is available in the 

LAC, 230-3253. To contact the Communications & Fine Arts Division call 230-3224. The 

Student Services area provides the following services: Counseling and Advising, 230-3040; 

Financial Aid, 230-3294; and Student Activities, 230-3355. 
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1. Demonstrate the ability to effectively communicate orally from the podium in clear, 

coherent, and engaging language appropriate to the specific purpose, the central idea and 

the audience. 

 

 Assessment: Deliver four or more (at the discretion of the instructor) major speeches 

 (passing with at least 70%) 

 

2. Demonstrate competency in listening at college level, analyzing and interpreting verbal 

and nonverbal communication, and responding appropriately. 

 

Assessment: Deliver four or more (at the discretion of the instructor) speaker evaluations  

(passing with at least 70%) 

 

3. Demonstrate competency in the speech writing process by germinating, developing, 

researching, organizing, and properly documenting a speech and the sources used in 

speech preparation 

  

 Assessment: Deliver four or more (at the discretion of the instructor) speech outlines or 

 manuscripts (at the discretion of the instructor) (passing with at least 70%) 

 

4. Demonstrate logical reasoning and critical thinking skills in problem solving and 

developing, evaluating and presenting oral arguments. 

  

 Assessment: Deliver a persuasive speech (passing with at least 70%) 

 


