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CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

 

PSYC 1300 Learning Frameworks  CIP 4227015125 

The course is designed to introduce students to psychological theories of learning, 

cognition, and motivation to serve as a conceptual basis for college level student 

academic strategies.  Activities are designed to help the student promote and apply newly 

learned study strategies and skills.  Also listed as EDUC 1300.  Credit will not be given 

for both EDUC 1300 and PSYC 1300. (3 SCH, 3 lecture, 0 lab) 

Prerequisite: None 
 

Textbook: Various 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

 

This course has been designed to expose students to a very different experience to what they may 

have had in other courses – in terms of: 

• A welcoming environment 

• Strong community-building component – including establishing trust with the instructor 

and clarifying course expectations in a fun, inclusive way 

• Stimulating motivation for attendance and participation 

• Connecting the purpose of this course (both for math success and overall success in 

college) with the student’s personal interests and future direction.  

    

The various topics being covered include: goal-setting, effective time management, note-taking 

strategies, how to undo “bad” academic habits, test-taking strategies, how to read a math 

textbook, and much, much more. 
 

REQUIRES READINGS/SUPPLIES: 

 

In additions to the book listed below, the instructor will occasionally distribute reading 

assignments.  Students are required to read all assigned material.  The reading load is not 

designed to be heavy.  As with any lecture or discussion material, any reading material is fair 

game for exams, quizzes, or in-class discussions.  Students should bring the course textbook to 

class each class session. 

 

Jodi Patrick Holschuh and Sherrie Nist-Olejnik, College Rules, 3
rd

 edition, Ten Speed Press 

Binder should be 2-2 1/2” thick  

Please have 4 tabs:  syllabus, journals, notes, assignments/quizzes 
 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

 

By the end of this semester, through class lectures, videos, discussions, in-class activities, and a 

variety of written and other assignments, you will increase your written and oral communication 

skills, critical thinking abilities, and toolbox of study strategies.  
 

HIGH LEVEL COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

 

1. Students demonstrate a positive mindset toward learning and maintain motivation. 

2. Students develop a process through which they change negative, self-defeating 

habits into positive habits. 

3. Students make personal connections with peers, their instructor, and other campus 

support personnel. 

4. Students develop and pursue useful goals. 

5. Students demonstrate organization of time and study materials. 

6. Students describe how to store and retrieve information from their memory. 

7. Students demonstrate effective reading and note-taking strategies that enhance 

retention and comprehension.  
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8. Students distinguish effective test-taking strategies to be used before, during, and 

after taking a test. 

9. Students employ critical thinking skills when approaching challenging tasks. 

10. Students demonstrate written and oral communication that is appropriate to 

context and that effectively conveys meaning and logic. 

11. Students identify future college and career pathways. 

12. Students locate and use support center services. 

13. Students use technology throughout the course. 
 

CORE CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES AND ASSESSMENTS 

 

As part of the Brazosport College Core Curriculum, this course provides students the opportunity 

to achieve the following core curriculum objectives: 

 

1. Critical Thinking:  Including innovation, creative thinking, inquiry and analysis, 

evaluation, and synthesis of information 

2. Communication Skills: Including effective development, interpretation, and expression of 

ideas through written, oral, and visual communication. 

3. Teamwork: Including the ability to consider different points of view and to work 

effectively with others to support a shared purpose or goal. 

4. Personal Responsibility: Including the ability to connect choices, actions, and 

consequences to ethical decision making. 

Objectives will be assessed according to the Brazosport College Core Assessment Plan through 

the sampling and evaluation of student work. 
 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  

 

Students are required to complete all assignments, participate in class discussions (including 

those involving their Success Team and Expert Group members), and submit all written work 

according to the stated deadline. College instructors expect students to spend time outside of 

class reading, writing, and studying course material. Specifically, for every hour you are in class 

you need to study for two-to-three hours. This means working on this class material for 

approximately one hundred hours outside of class. This is college! 

 

The breakdown of the requirements is as follows: 

 

20% Journaling Ongoing 

20% Participation/Quizzes Ongoing 

15% Midterm Exam See attached 

15% Final Exam See attached 

15% Career Project See attached 

15% Group Presentation See attached 

 

Semester grades will be earned as follows: 
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90% and above A 

80 % - 89% B 

70 % - 79% C 

60% - 69 % D 

59.9% and below F 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

 

Attendance is mandatory. You are expected to attend every class, to arrive on time, and to 

remain the entire period. Likewise, you will frequently participate in in-class activities. It is your 

responsibility to find out what you missed in the case of an absence. In college there is no such 

thing as an “excused absence.” Students who are asked to leave the classroom for whatever 

reason by the instructor, who leave early/arrive late, or who refuse to participate (such as failing 

to respond when asked a question or do not contribute to Success Team or Expert Group 

discussions) will be marked as absent. Students are allowed one “free” absence without facing 

negative consequences in their participation grade. For each additional absence, students will 

lose points off their final grade as follows: 

 

3 absences – 2 points 

4 or 5 absences – 5 points 

6 or 7 absences – 8 points 

8 or more absences – Failed class  

 

STUDENTS WHO HAVE EIGHT OR MORE ABSENCES WILL AUTOMATICALLY 

RECEIVE AN “F” FOR THE SEMESTER.  

 

Attendance is so crucial for success that any student who misses no more than 1 class will 

receive an extra 5% to their final grade. This means that, at the end of the course, if a student 

earns an 85% (B), his/her final grade could be increased to a 90% (A). 

 

 

ACADEMIC HONESTY: 

Brazosport College assumes that students eligible to perform on the college level are familiar 

with the ordinary rules governing proper conduct, including academic honesty. The principle of 

academic honesty is that all work presented by you is yours alone. Academic dishonesty 

including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, and collusion shall be treated appropriately. 

Please refer to the BC Student Guide for more information.  Turnitin.com and other technologies 

will be used, as necessary, to ensure academic honesty. 

 

STUDENTS MUST COMPLETE ALL WORK INDEPENDENTLY UNLESS OTHERWISE 

INSTRUCTED. PLAGIARISM, CHEATING, OR ANY RELATED OFFENSIVES WILL 

RESULT IN AN AUTOMATIC ZERO FOR THAT ASSIGNMENT – NO EXCEPTIONS; 

NO EXCUSES WILL BE TOLERATED! 
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WITHDRAWALS: 

If you need to drop the course for whatever reason, it is your responsibility to inform the 

instructor officially (i.e., in writing) in a timely manner.  It is your responsibility to drop the 

class.  THE INSTRUCTOR WILL NOT DROP STUDENTS FOR ANY REASON. All students 

who remain in the course will receive a grade based on their performance. 

 

ACCOMMODATIONS: 
Brazosport College is committed to providing equal education opportunities to every student.  

BC offers services for individuals with special needs and capabilities including counseling, 

tutoring, equipment, and software.  Please contact:  Phil Robertson, Special Populations 

Counselor, (979) 230-3236 for further information.  Students must notify the instructor of any 

accommodations during the first week of class. 
 

DISCLAIMER: 

THE COURSE INSTRUCTORS RESERVE THE RIGHT TO MAKE CHANGES TO ANY 

PART OF THE COURSE REQUIREMENTS, ASSIGNMENTS, POLICIES, DEADLINES, 

CONTENT, ETC. You are responsible for keeping track of any and all changes. The instructors 

assign grades solely based on performance, not effort or anything else. If you anticipate any 

difficulty meeting course requirements or deadlines, you should contact the instructors well in 

advance. If an emergency should happen (e.g., hospitalization), formal documentation is 

required, and the instructor will be more than happy to help the student to complete the course 

successfully. 

 

COPYRIGHT PROTECTION: 

All federal and state copyrights reserved for all original material presented in this course through 

any medium, including lecture or print. Unless otherwise noted, all course materials are the 

intellectual property of the instructors and are thus copyrighted. Individuals are prohibited from 

being paid for taking, selling, or otherwise transferring for value, personal class or other 

information notes made during this course to any entity without the express written permission of 

the instructors. In addition to legal sanctions, students found in violation of these prohibitions 

may be subject to disciplinary action from the college administration.  
 

 

 


