
Brazosport College Library presents Article Builder 

Article Builder allows faculty to search the BC Library’s Gator Search content from within D2L. With Article 

Builder, faculty can create, annotate, and copy reading lists. It's a user-friendly and powerful way to deliver 

quality databases, eBooks, and other digital resources from the library’s discovery system directly to D2L and 

your students. 

 

Instructor Setup 

1. To add a Reading List to the course, enter the Content area of D2L and create a module that will house a 

link to the “Reading List” (or whatever title one wishes to use). 

 

2. Inside the module, click “Add Existing Activities” and choose “External Learning Tools” from the drop-

down menu. 

 



3. On the list of “External Learning Tools”, choose “EBSCO Article Builder.” 

 

 

4. A link to “Article Builder”, the tool used to create Reading Lists, will appear in the module. To begin 

creating a reading list, click on the link. 

 

 

5. Article Builder will open. Begin adding readings by performing a search of the library’s Gator Search 

database discovery tool.  For example, to conduct a search for items relating to “Information Literacy”, 

enter the keywords “Information Literacy” and click “Search”.  Quotation marks should be used around 

a phrase or concept of two or more words to ensure the concept will be searched for as a whole and not 

picked apart by the search engine.  In addition to keyword searches, one can also search the database by 

author or title of an item. EBSCO is currently working to add Advance Search functionality in addition 

to this basic search. 

 

 



6. The search results will populate.  Along the left, find options to refine your search. For searches that 

yield a high number of results, search limitations can be extremely useful for limiting results while 

increasing relevancy. 

 

 

7. The below example refined the search to incorporate the Subject “Academic Achievement”.  Now the 

results should reflect information literacy as a key term and “Academic Achievement” as a subject term. 

 

 



8. Once the search has been refined to best reflect the information need, begin browsing for course 

readings. Each result will display basic information. For more information about an item, click on the 

title. 

 

 

9. If the result states Full Text, view it by clicking on the link found on this page or back on the results 

page. 

 

 

 

 



10. Return to the search results page. To add an item to the reading list, click the blue “Add to Reading 

List” button. Once the item is added, the button will change to a red “Remove from Reading List” 

button. 

 

 

11. Some results might state Request through Interlibrary loan rather than Full Text.  Whenever an item 

states Request through interlibrary loan, click the title to open. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12. When the title opens, note Full Text Finder on the left and click this link to open.  Full Text Finder 

should default to allow full access to whatever results appear (outside of items found in the library’s 

online catalog i.e. a book or DVD).  If only Request through interlibrary loan appears, this is a glitch and 

unfortunately direct access to the material is not possible.  

 

 

13. Full Text Finder often opens to the publisher’s page where the item is found.  There is no set location for 

the full text link so several steps to access may occur.  Sometimes the publisher charges for access so it 

is probably best not to add the item to the reading list.  As these articles might require the extra step(s) 

for access, it is probably best to add the article as a web resource (see 16) though faculty can note 

location directions in the note field (see 17). 

 

 

14. Once all items have been added to the reading list, return to the top of the page and click “See Current 

Reading List” to view the course Reading List. 

 



15. The current reading list will display. Reading Lists default as private, meaning other BC instructors will 

not be able to view or make copies. Click the link to make the list public if okay with BC instructors 

viewing or copying the reading list. 

 

 

16. In addition to database resources, it is also possible to add links to web resources. To add a web 

resource, copy and paste the URL into the field and give the web resource a title.  Click “Add to 

Reading List.”  This might be an alternative location to post those articles found under the publisher’s 

page or through Full Text Finder (see 13). 

 

 

17. The lower portion of this page contains the items in your reading list. Directly below each item is the 

option to Add Notes to the item. For example, specify a page number or section that the student is 

required to read or provide direction to finding those articles found using Full Text Finder (see 13).  Be 

sure to click Save Notes before exiting.   

   

 

 



18. It is possible to rearrange items in the reading list. For an item to appear first in the list, type the number 

1 in the Sort Order field and continue to specify the order for the remaining items.  Another option is to 

click and drag the grey area to place in the desired order.  Sort Order is automatically saved. 

 

 

19. When finished adding and editing items on the reading list, close the window or tab. 

 

20.  For visual learners, a fifteen minute instructional video has been created.  

 

 

Student View 

Students will access the Content area of D2L to find the Reading List link created by the instructor. 

When the reading list opens, a link to each item with any accompanying notes that the instructor created will 

appear. To access the reading, click on the full text link. 

Clicking a title link will take students to the item’s overview page. To view the article, click the full text link on 

the left. 

Clicking full text will open a new tab unless an html full text link is chosen. If reading an html full text link, 

return to the full course reading list by clicking the Back to Reading List link in the top left.  When finished 

reading all other articles, close the browser page to return to the course reading list.  

When finished using the Reading List, click the Table of Contents link in the upper left corner to return to the 

D2L course. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yp3fj1hOVaA&feature=youtu.be

