
 
 
 

Minutes of the Institutional Review Board 
 

 
April 20, 2011 
 
Members Present: 

 David Preston, Chair 
 John Ray 
 Ken Tasa 
 Rebecca Shawver 
 Phil Robertson 
 Kerry Walling 
 Paula Gentner (Recorder) 
 
The meeting was called to order by David Preston, Chair.  
  
Student Success Moment 
 
John Ray reported that BC students from the Student Life Department delivered a report at the 
Board of Regents meeting on 4/18/2011.  Their enthusiastic report of their activities was very 
well received.  David Preston overheard a student speaking in very favorable terms about 
teachers and courses in the BC Process Technology program.  The student completed this 
program and had gotten a job.  Kerry Walling told of one of her students who had been accepted 
to a Forensic Studies program.  
 
Review of Pearson Application 
 
The Pearson application for STAAR assessment was discussed.  The objective of this assessment 
is to assist in better alignment between high school curriculum and college readiness.  Pearson 
will pilot this assessment on our campus and at Alvin CC, COM, and Lee College.  The 
Counseling and Testing department will actually do the assessment, and the OIR will pull the 
data and send it to Pearson for evaluation.  (Perhaps the Peer Recruiters could assist in the 
recruitment process.)  The student identifiers will then be destroyed.  If the IRB approves the 
project, the specifics of the project will be negotiated by the Colleges. 
 
Action on Pearson Application 
 
Ken Tasa made a motion to approve the STAAR assessment project; John Ray seconded it. 
The motion carried. 
 
 



 
 
Review of IRB Approval Policy 
 
David Preston reviewed the IRB approval policy:  the long form requires committee approval; 
the short form is used if the project has received approval from an IRB at another school. 
 
A webpage for the Institutional Review Board (IRB) has been created on the BC Institutional 
Research website.  All application forms for research are available there, in addition to meeting 
agendas and minutes.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 a.m. 
 
 
Paula Gentner, Recorder 


