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The goal of English 1301 is for students to become familiar with composing coherent and cohesive 
essays. These skills will help you for the rest of your life. 
 
You may be expected to write essays, conduct research, utilize secondary sources, and read and 
analyze text for English 1301. 
 
English 1301 is also available as an honors course. Honors students are expected to have a little 
more skill, responsibility, and work ethic in this course.  
 
 

Tips for Writing in English 1301 
● Your paper should have a clear and opinion-driven purpose that you support through writing. 

● Aim for proper grammar and punctuation.  

● Be aware of who you’re writing for.  

○ What kind of audience would read your paper? 

○ Is your audience familiar with what you’re writing about?  

● Organize your paragraphs to sound as clear and coherent as possible.   

○ Consider creating an outline before writing - it help with organization.  

● Use proper MLA format unless otherwise instructed. 

● If you include a quote, explain (unpack) the quote to the fullest extent.  

● Proofread your paper. Your paper should always go through multiple drafts before being ready 

to turn in. 

● Visit the Writing Center during every step of your writing process to ensure success! 

 

How to Read Actively for Class 
In your English 1301 class you will be assigned text to read. These texts might not always be easy to 

understand, or interesting to you. However, it’s important to actively read so that you can understand 

these assigned readings.  

● Read assignment questions first and keep them in mind as you read the text. 

● Read the text more than once.  

● Make annotations! (See annotating tips) 
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● If you have trouble reading, try to find an audio or video version of the text. 

● Be prepared to discuss assigned readings in class. 

● Participate in class discussions over the text. Don’t be shy! 

● If you have questions over the material, ask your professor, peers, or Writing Center tutors. 

● Consider making a quote sheet.  

○ Make notes of quotes that interest you or put them together on a page as you read, and 

use it for reference when writing your paper.  

 

Annotating Tips 
Annotation is personal and unique. There’s no one way that works for everybody. The goal of 

annotating is to help you fully understand the text you’re reading. As you read, take notes about what 

stands out to you or what you think is important in the text. Other annotation tips include: 

● Mark passages or words that interest or confuse you. 

● Write questions or notes for yourself in the margins of the text. 

Color code your notes in the text and/or use sticky notes.  

 

Common Pitfalls in Writing 
● No purpose or unclear purpose 

● Not supporting your purpose in your paper 

● Misuse of grammar and/or punctuation  

● Misunderstanding the assignment  

● Not reading the text 

● Improper research or use of secondary sources  

● Not getting a second reader to provide feedback 

● Not proofreading  

● Improper use of quotes 

○ Not explaining the quote 

○ Not providing interpretation.  

○ Using quotes that don’t provide evidence or support the argument.  


