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President Nicole Tunmire called the meeting to order.  Tunmire updated the Assembly on the 

change of format for meetings.  Over the summer, the administration asked the Executive 

Committee to bring Faculty Assembly back into its original mission statement.  There is an 

emphasis on shared governance, and the Faculty Assembly is the voice of faculty government. 

 

The membership of Faculty Assembly includes everyone who teachers at least one class, and 

also professional employees in instructional areas (library, counseling).  There will be a push to 

include all members in Faculty Assembly business.  Also, Faculty Assembly will now meet on 

the third Thursday of each month at 11:30am.  Minutes will be posted in a timely manner for 

those who cannot attend at www.brazosport.edu/facultyassembly.  The constitution and faculty 

handbook are also located at this site.  The Faculty Newsletter will be sent out as a link to this 

website, and a list of community resources for new faculty members will also be available.  

There is a web form for concerns and comments for the Faculty Assembly to address.  This can 

be submitted anonymously.   

 

Tunmire also introduced the current Executive Committee Members:  Christine Webster, 

immediate past president; Carrie Pritchett, secretary; and Kathy Andersen-Wyman, treasurer.  

There was a call for representatives from each instructional area, as required by the constitution. 

 

Pritchett presented the minutes of the Spring 2016 meeting for approval.  Richard Birk made a 

motion to accept the minutes, and they were seconded by Kathy Andersen-Wyman.  The motion 

carried.   

  

Reports: 

With the Treasurer’s Report, the Assembly was reminded that there was an option to collect 

funds.  It could be used as a benevolence fund.  Lonnie Mathews noted that he had some funding 

from a few years ago.  Sasha Tarrant mentioned that there was a benevolence fund currently in 

place.  The issue was tabled until the September meeting.   

 

In Committee Reports, Tarrant expressed her enthusiasm that the committee assignment list was 

published in a timely manner.  Tunmire noted that Dr. Lynda Villanueva and Jeff Detrick tried to 

equally distribute committee assignments.  The list is located on the employee drive.  The Gator 

Grant Committee reported that there was money left after the grants were distributed.  Tunmire 

stated that the web form on the website can be used to send committee report summaries. 

 

 

http://www.brazosport.edu/facultyassembly


 

Old Business: 

The issue of communication from administration was addressed.  This was particularly of 

importance after an e-mail from Human Resources regarding absences for flooding was not well-

received, and after weeks with no air conditioning in the Spring with no updates from 

administration.  Over the summer, the Executive Committee met with Dr. Valek, Dr. Villanueva, 

and Marshall Campbell regarding increased communication between administration and faculty.  

The meeting was very productive, and from that meeting monthly Board of Regents meeting 

updates are being e-mailed, and there is more communication about the progress of the air 

conditioning repairs.  Tunmire will also be meeting monthly with Villanueva and Detrick to keep 

the lines of communication open.  Also, at monthly Faculty Assembly meetings there will be a 

chance for guest speakers to address faculty over matters of importance.   

 

A history was provided on the Faculty Handbook and its edits over the summer by the Executive 

Committee.  It was formerly printed and handed out to faculty members, but the practice was 

stopped.  Detrick and others put together a handbook to meet SACS requirements, but there are 

many edits that are needed.  The new handbook is fully online, and will be a living handbook 

that is constantly updated with policy changes and personnel changes.  Kate Funkhouser asked 

about the adjunct faculty handbook.  Tunmire replied that it was added into one handbook. 

 

In the update on tenure, the tenure task force did not meet often.  The tenure committee has a 

strong Faculty Assembly presence.  Funkhouser mentioned that the task force was held up by the 

Board policy of a 66/34 percentile in tenured faculty.  Some wanted the former tenure policy 

established.  Tunmire emphasized how important it was to move forward with constructing a 

clear tenure policy.  Allen Matejek asked about the policy in which departments would have at 

least one tenured faculty member.  There was still confusion in this policy.  Villanueva wants a 

clear policy and process of tenure to make it more meaningful.  There has been progress with 

Villanueva become more amenable to keeping tenure.  Terri Proctor asked if the Faculty 

Assembly could form a tenure policy.  Tunmire stated that the Executive Committee would 

address it.  In the question of who chaired the tenure task force, it was clarified that Detrick and 

Webster were co-chairs. 

 

New Business: 

Elections were held for 2016-17 officers.  Nicole Tunmire was nominated for President-Elect.  

She was approved by acclimation.  For Treasurer, Kathy Andersen-Wyman was nominated and 

approved by acclimation.  For Secretary, Pritchett was nominated and approved by acclimation.  

Division representatives would be elected in division meetings.   

 

There was also a need for faculty presence at Board of Regents meetings.  At the February 2016 

Board workshop, members showed an interest in getting to know faculty.  It was important to 



have faculty representation at each Board meeting.  A sign-up sheet was provided for Board 

meeting attendance.  Board meetings are held every third Monday at 6:30pm.   

 

Regarding the Faculty Assembly Constitution, a review was needed.  The last revision was in 

2009.  Members were encouraged to go to the Faculty Assembly website and review the 

constitution to find any holes or revisions.  Changes could be voted on via e-mail.   

 

In other new business, Kathy Andersen-Wyman shared that Gail Steele’s husband passed away.  

Contributions could be made to SPCA or the BC Foundation via the benevolence fund.  Tunmire 

also emphasized the importance of monthly meetings.  The dates are listed on the website.   

 

After a motion was made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Submitted by Carrie Pritchett, Faculty Assembly Secretary. 

 

 

 

 


